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By then Jimmy had decided to live and work in Nepal, and using his unique knowledge of the Himalayas
combined

with his skills as a leader and administrator

invented "trekking" as a tourist attraction.

and his long experience

with Nepali people, he

He started up the company, "Mountain Travel Nepal," which

remains the major successful operator in a field which has grown to some 350 trekking agencies which
together make a hig contribution to Nepal's economy.
Jim Edwards (Hon. Member GBA), owner of the Tiger Mountain Group in Nepal which owns the Tiger
Tops operations

as well as Mountain Travel, knew Jimmy since 1962 and worked and served with him

since 1974. Jim Edwards states that apart from Jimmy's organisational

ability, his care and love of the

Sherpas, his moral fibre, unyielding honesty and volcanic temper, when aroused, Jimmy Roberts had a great
sense of humour.

Even in the most dramatic situations, Jimmy could see the funny side and very often

lcaving ~)(hers around him at a loss as to why he was laughing or smiling.
For many years Jimmy's greatest love was climbing.
the Alps, Norway and Austria.
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Wylie climbing many peaks in the Alps. In 1950 he climbed with Tilman in the Annapurna massif.

He

was on the Himalayan Committee's shortlist to lead the 1953 Everest Expedition and although not chosen,
he willingly organised the collection and carriage - by 70 porters - of the delayed supply of the oxygen
cylinders

and associated

equipment

from Kathmandu to the base camp.

When they arrived John Hunt

invited him to join the expedition but Jimmy declined and went off instead to explore the high country
south of Everest.
he said.
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In doing so, he made the first ascent of Mera, "rather over 21,000 feet and not difficult,"

1954 he made another first ascent, this time of Putha Hiunchuli, 23,750 feet, and in 1957

he led the expedition

which got off to 150 feet below the summit of Machhapuchhare

Charles Wylie said that was a more difficult climb than Everest.

(22,960 feet).

On the mountain Roger Chorley (now

Lord Chorley) was struck down with what was later diagnosed as polio, and Jimmy personally escorted him,
carried in a basket on a man's back from the mountain to hospital in Pokhara and then returned to the
expedition.

It was typical of Jimmy's care and consideration for others. By 1960 Jimmy had become a great

Himalayan mountaineer

and knowledge of the hills was unsurpassed and legendary.

That year he led the

British, India, Nepalese Services Expedition which climbed Annapurna II. In 1967 the Royal Geographical
Society awarded him an Honorary Fellowship in recognition of his services to Himalayan exploration, and
for some years he was local secretary of the Himalayan Club.
Jimmy was cremated with Buddhist rites on 2nd November and then on the 5th November the cortege
moved from the Mountain Travel office to the Seti River just north of the British Gurkhas Recruiting Post
in Pokhara.

Among those attending this farewell were several dozen Sherpa families, Sherpa guides and of

course his loyal staff headed by Bobby Gurung his adopted son, many who had been with Jimmy for more
than 30 years.
Lt. Co!' Willie Bickett read the obituary followed by speeches from the British Defense Attache Co!'
Sandy Blackett, the British Ambassador,

Jim Edwards, and several of his oldest friends.

Then Jimmy's

ashes and Buddhist offerings were confined to the Seti River, by Bobby Gurung. Two buglers sounded the
Last Post followed by two minutes silence and Reveille which brought the moving Memorial Service to a
close.
For the last few years of his life Jimmy suffered from painful arthritis, hip operations and several other
afflictions but he gave them little attention and hated medical treatment. He suffered in silence and became
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